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OVERVIEW Mr. Butler has extensive experience with environmental and product liability and 
insurance issues. His practice focuses on three areas: (1) the economic and financial 
implications of environmental and product liability legislation and regulatory policy; (2) 
the provision of expert testimony and settlement support in environmental, product 
liability and insurance recovery litigation; and (3) the analysis of opportunities and 
business strategy in the environmental services sector. Mr. Butler has testified more 
than 30 times in connection with litigation and before the US Congress and Senate 
three times. 

	
EXPERIENCE SUPERFUND AND HAZARDOUS WASTE 

Mr. Butler has been retained by counsel to advise on cost allocation, financial matters 
and settlement issues at numerous hazardous waste sites in the US. 
 
 In a dispute between the US and several mining company defendants, Mr. Butler 

reviewed the approximately $90 million US past cost claim and developed an 
allocation to defendants of past and future costs.  

 In a dispute between partners in a joint venture which planned to construct a rail 
haul municipal landfill, Mr. Butler estimated the present value of profits from the 
landfill by examining the demand for and the capacity of other landfills in the region 
to project the opening date for the facility, the price and quantity of waste likely to be 
sent to the landfill, and the cost of constructing and operating the landfill. 

 In a dispute between a pharmaceutical company and a chemical company, Mr. 
Butler developed testimony regarding the allocation of approximately $100 million in 
cleanup costs using cost causation principles. 

 In an arbitration, Mr. Butler provided an analysis which refuted plaintiff’s claim of 
diminution in property value by showing that the decrease in value was due to a 
decline in the regional economy and not due to contamination. Plaintiff’s property 
diminution claims were dropped from the case. 

 In a dispute between a US company and the Mexican government under NAFTA, 
Mr. Butler estimated the value of a proposed hazardous waste landfill operated in 
Mexico. The analysis involved projection of revenues, operating costs, capital 
replacement costs and market penetration rates to establish the present value of 
the landfill operation. 
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 In a dispute involving the acquisition of several energy properties, Mr. Butler 
calculated the damages associated with alleged nondisclosure or inadequate 
disclosure on the scope of environmental liabilities in the purchase and sale 
documents. 

 In a CERCLA cost-allocation case involving industrial and municipal parties, Mr. 
Butler developed estimates of the amount of waste each municipal defendant sent 
to the site over a 35-year period. His analysis included, among other things, 
estimates of solid waste generation rates by defendant, evaluation of historical solid 
waste disposal practices and evaluation of deposition testimony of waste haulers 
collecting waste of the defendants. 

 For a defendant involved in litigation over the terms of sale of its environmental 
services division, Mr. Butler provided deposition testimony on the division’s lines of 
business and evaluated whether any infringement of the sales agreement had 
occurred. 

 Mr. Butler directed the development of a widely used decision analysis model that 
helps attorneys determine, on a case-specific basis, whether to accept settlement 
offers or pursue litigation at Superfund sites. The model calculates the expected 
value of litigation and compares this value with settlement offers. 

 Mr. Butler testified before the US Senate Committee on Environment and Public 
Health on the magnitude of litigation costs in Superfund litigation. Litigation costs at 
more than a dozen sites were examined in the analysis for this testimony. 

 In connection with legislation to amend Superfund, Mr. Butler directed a study that 
estimated the increase in cleanup costs that would be caused by changes in 
Superfund cleanup standards. 

 In testimony on behalf of plaintiffs in a CERCLA contribution action, Mr. Butler 
developed and defended a cleanup cost-allocation approach that used cost-
causation principles to allocate cleanup costs among responsible parties. 

 On behalf of a manufacturer, Mr. Butler used cost-causation principles to allocate 
cleanup costs to assist in settlement negotiations among PRPs. 

 In several different CERCLA contribution actions between private parties, Mr. Butler 
was an expert witness wherein he evaluated and provided testimony on the 
reasonableness, cost-effectiveness and consistency with the NCP of site cleanup 
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expenditures. 

 Mr. Butler directed an economic impact analysis study that evaluated the economic 
impact of the RCRA hazardous waste regulations on the iron and steel industry. 

 

INSURANCE COVERAGE MATTERS 

For more than two dozen manufacturing companies involved in insurance coverage 
disputes, Mr. Butler is advising senior management and counsel to resolve these 
disputes by forecasting the amount of hazardous waste or product liability, evaluating 
the cost consequences of alternative insurance coverage theories, and making 
presentation to insurers on their exposure to the claims.  

 
 For one of the leading global manufacturing companies, Mr. Butler provided future 

costs estimates and an allocation of those costs to insurance policies that 
contributed to the company recovering more than $700 million from its insurers for 
cleanup costs. 

 For each of the following: a tire manufacturer, an aircraft manufacturer and an auto 
company, Mr. Butler provided a future cost analysis and an allocation analysis 
which contributed to each company recovering more than $100 million in cleanup 
costs. 

 For a global manufacturing company, Mr. Butler provided analysis which 
contributed to recovery of more than $500 million for product liability claims.  

 For an aluminum manufacturer, Mr. Butler developed trial testimony to evaluate the 
reasonableness of cleanup expenditures in excess of $200 million. 

 For a gas company, Mr. Butler developed testimony to evaluate the reasonableness 
of costs and to allocate those costs to more than 30 years of insurance policies. 

 For a copper mining company, Mr. Butler provided an expert report and testimony 
evaluating the reasonableness of past remediation costs and forecasted future 
costs. Total damages for this one site case were on the order of $400 million. 

 For a number of clients, Mr. Butler has developed company-wide estimates of 
cleanup and product liability. In environmental cases, he has developed detailed 
site-specific cleanup cost estimates, employing a probabilistic assessment method 
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to determine the range of potential costs and the best estimate of cost. 

 For a boiler manufacturer in a bankruptcy matter, Mr. Butler provided testimony on 
(1) the allocation of future asbestos liabilities to the manufacturer’s insurance 
policies and (2) the length of time before the manufacturer’s insurance assets would 
be exhausted. 

 

BUSINESS STRATEGY AND INVESTMENT ANALYSIS 

For several Fortune 500 companies, Mr. Butler has performed strategic studies on 
business opportunities in the environmental services market. These studies involved a 
large number of customer and competitor interviews and investment analysis of 
potential acquisitions in the hazardous waste services sector. 

 
 For an investor group, Mr. Butler evaluated a wide range of opportunities and entry 

strategies in the environmental services and financial services markets. 

 For a venture capital firm, Mr. Butler evaluated the asbestos cleanup market and 
wastewater treatment markets. 

 For a beverage package manufacturer, Mr. Butler analyzed the effect of various 
legislative scenarios having cost consequences on customer package choice and 
company sales levels. The result was a legislative strategy structured to minimize 
product demand disruptions. 

 For a European company interested in making a US acquisition, Mr. Butler 
evaluated the business potential and off-balance sheet liabilities of firms in the 
specialty chemicals industry. 

 Mr. Butler performed an investment evaluation of a waste oil processing firm, which 
included detailed analysis of environmental liabilities. 

 Mr. Butler assisted a client in determining if environmentally adequate disposal 
capacity was sufficient to treat and dispose of all the hazardous waste generated 
during the initial years of USEPA'S proposed hazardous waste program.\ 

 For a corporate investor involved in a dispute concerning environmental liabilities 
with the seller of assets in the energy sector, Mr. Butler evaluated the financial 
impact and damages associated with undisclosed environmental liabilities on the 
operating status of the purchased facilities. 
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PRODUCT LIABILITY ISSUES 

 For a boiler manufacturer in a bankruptcy matter, Mr. Butler provided testimony on 
(1) the allocation of future asbestos liabilities to the manufacturer’s insurance 
policies and (2) the length of time before the manufacturer’s insurance assets would 
be exhausted.  

 For a Fortune 500 company, Mr. Butler projected the magnitude of future asbestos-
related liabilities by estimating future caseload of personal injury cases, cost per 
case by disease category and the present value cost of these liabilities after 
application of liability insurance coverage. 

 Mr. Butler evaluated the cost of proposed legislation that would provide 
compensation to asbestos victims. The study compared the cost of the legislative 
system to tort system costs and suggested areas where the legislative proposal 
could be changed to reduce total costs. 

 Mr. Butler analyzed alternative methods of allocating asbestos liability for use in the 
asbestos claims facility. 

 For an asbestos product liability manufacturer, Mr. Butler estimated future asbestos 
personal injury and property damage liability and prepared a summary of the 
analysis for presentation to insurers. 

 Mr. Butler assisted USEPA in estimating total costs and benefits for reducing 
asbestos exposure to school populations. 

 Mr. Butler testified before the US House of Representatives and the Senate 
Finance Committee on the cost of legislation that would provide compensation to 
children who suffer vaccine-related injuries. The total costs of the vaccine 
compensation program, the magnitude of annual vaccine surcharges needed to pay 
for the program and the range of compensation paid to individuals in various 
disease categories were estimated. 

 Mr. Butler assisted the Dalkon Shield Claimants Committee in estimating the level 
of compensation needed to discharge personal injury claims against the debtor. 
This study led to testimony by staff on the size of the Dalkon Shield Trust Fund. 
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 For a global manufacturer, Mr. Butler projected indemnity and defense costs 
associated with breast implant and asbestos liability in connection with settlement 
and litigation of claims against insurers. 

 

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS OF POLLUTION ISSUES 

 For two trade associations, Mr. Butler estimated the economic impact of alternative 
regulations restricting the use of chlorofluorocarbons that allegedly deplete 
stratospheric ozone. 

 Mr. Butler directed and was the principal author of a study that compared USEPA 
and industry pollution abatement capital cost forecasts for six industries with actual 
pollution abatement expenditures. 

 Mr. Butler performed several financial analyses of plants threatened with insolvency 
as a result of pollution control requirements. 

 Mr. Butler directed a study for the state of Pennsylvania and USEPA concerning the 
economic effects of sulfur dioxide transported into southwestern Pennsylvania. The 
study projected the additional cost of air quality control and its regional economic 
impact. 

 Mr. Butler directed a study that evaluated alternatives to USEPA’s air pollution 
policy to minimize potential conflicts between protection of the environment and 
development of energy resources. 

 Mr. Butler evaluated and developed cost-effective strategies for reducing health 
risks from the chlorinated solvents industry. This study assessed the impact of 
possible USEPA regulations on the production and profitability of the industry as 
well as associated health risks. 

 Mr. Butler developed a manual to evaluate the economic feasibility of installing 
water pollution control devices. 

 Mr. Butler developed a methodology that was applied to the iron and steel industry 
in northern Ohio and indicated how cost-effective pollution control strategies vary 
when both health and ecological effects are considered together. 
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 Mr. Butler directed the development of a computerized data management system to 
analyze the cost-effectiveness of USEPA’s air and water regulations in 20 
industries. 

 Mr. Butler designed a marketable permit system for the control of six air pollutants. 

 Mr. Butler evaluated the impact of the Clean Air Act on the growth of the oil shale 
industry in Colorado and Utah. In particular, the Prevention of Significant 
Deterioration requirements of the Act were studied. 

 While on the staff of USEPA, Mr. Butler evaluated the economic impact of 
regulations that banned the use of fluorocarbon aerosol propellants and headed a 
task force that developed the government aerosol propellant regulations. 

	
EDUCATION Harvard University 

M.A., Chemistry 
University of Virginia 

B.S., Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry Concentration 
With High Distinction 

   Echols Scholar  
 

	
PREVIOUS 

EMPLOYMENT 
LECG, LLC 
PA Consulting 
Hagler Bailly, Inc. 
PHB Hagler Bailly 
Putnam, Hayes & Bartlett, Inc. 
World Health Organization 
United Nations Environment Programme 
Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development 
US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
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